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speed of life, the greater mobility of people, rapid means of
transport and communication, as well as the more universal
demand for education, make the picture somewhat different,
but the principle is the same.

We need not go to the past only for a parallel either. Situations
comparable with those in Africa are found to-day in the less
advanced areas of Europe and Asia. We have heard much
recently of the progress made in Russia towards literacy in the
local languages and in Russian.

We have said that the African tended to despise and neglect
his own language. This attitude now appears to be changing
and a new approach to the whole problem of the relationship
between the vernacular and English is showing itself. This is
part of a bigger thing, the desire to preserve and build upon the
best in African culture. It may be based on a new national
spirit which is a development to be expected, but there are signs
that it has a deeper significance* Educated Africans, men and
wronien educated to a high degree in western ideas, are the main
forces behind some of these movements, and it would appear
that having reached the place where they can fully appreciate
European history, literature, art and science, and knowing how
these are shared, in some measure, by all classes and types of
people, begin to search for similar possibilities for their own
people. And they find it in their languages, in their own history
and traditions, in the philosophy as expressed in their proverbs,
folk tales, tales of heroes and praise-songs, and in their arts and
crafts.

This movement is probably a reaction from the former atti-
tude of "everything English," and it also arises from a desire
to have a historical past upon which to build which can foster
a self-respect that could not thrive when Africa was regarded as
the "dark continent," and the Africans as everything barbarous
and uncivilized.

Nor is the attitude of these men confined to the study of the
past. They know that the great mass of the illiterates must be
raised to a level of education which will enable them to take an